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HANSEN’ S DI SEASE (LEPROSY)

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: A chronicbacteria infectioncausedby Mycobacteriumleprae.
Major formsof thediseaseare:

e Tuberculoid: Oneor afew well-demarcated, hypopigmented, and anestheticskin

lesons, frequently withactive, spreading edgesand aclearing center. Peripheral
nerveswellingor thickeningmay al sooccur. Cell mediatedimmuneresponsesare
intact.

e Lepromatous: A number of erythematouspapul esand nodulesor aninfiltrationof the
face, handsandfeet withlesionsinbilateral and symmetricdistributionthat progressesto
thickeningof theskin. Cell mediatedimmunityisgreatly diminished.

e Borderline(Dimorphous): Skinlesionscharacteristicof bothtubercul oidandlepromatous
forms.

e Indeterminate: Earlylesons, usualy hypopigmented macul es, without devel oped

tuberculoidor lepromatousfeatures.

REPORTINGCRITERIA: Laboratory confirmation.
LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:
o Demondrationof acid-fastbacilliinskinor dermal nerve, obtainedfromthefull

thicknessskinbiopsy of alepromatouslesion.

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A clinically compatiblecasethat i slaboratory

confirmed.
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ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY upon
recognition of acaseor suspected caseinatimeperiod not greater than 24 hours. If health
department personnel cannot becontacteddirectly, notificationshall bemadeby el ectronic
submissionor by telephonetotheemergency number of theDivisionof Epidemiology and
HedthPlanning, 1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUIRED:
1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseReport Form - EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03).
2. Leprosy Surveillance(CDC52.18).
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PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

e Sourceinvestigationby LHD.

o Contactsof infectiouspatientsshouldbeexaminedat 12 monthinterval sfor at least
fiveyearsfollowingthelast exposure.

CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418.

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,COMMUNICABLEDISEASE
BRANCH: 502-564-3261.
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